
  
Constitution of the UMass Amherst Debate Team 
  

Article I: Name of the Organization 
The official title of this registered student organization is, “University of 

Massachusetts Amherst Debate Team” which many be acceptably shortened to, 
“UMass Amherst Debate.” 

  

Article II: Mission Statement 
The purpose of this organization is to advance the growth of its members in the 

areas of critical analysis, argumentation and oratory through competition in 
intercollegiate parliamentary debate, and if possible, other debate formats. 

  

Article III: Membership 
Voting member status is open to all undergraduates at the University of 

Massachusetts who attend at least three team meetings or are granted voting 
member status by majority vote of the membership. University faculty, graduate 
students, alumni and undergraduates at other schools in the Five Colleges are 

welcome to attend and address meetings, but will not be awarded voting member 
status. 

  

Article IV: Meetings 

Section A: Team Meetings 
Team meetings will occur weekly every Tuesday, with exceptions to be made by a 
majority vote of the executive board. Practices will be organized in anticipation of 

participation in tournaments with the appropriate competitors. 

Section B: Executive Board Meetings 
Executive board meetings to discuss administrative matters will occur at dates 
and times determined by unanimous consent of the executive board, and will 

involve the totality of the executive board at a frequency of no less than twice a 
semester. 

Section C: Quorum 
No substantive matters may be decided by vote without the totality of the 

executive board or int he case of a vote of no confidence or an amendment 
without 3/4 of voting members in attendance at. 



Section D: Order of Conduct 
Meetings will be directed by the President, or in his/her absence, the vice 

president, shall be the chair of all meetings. Who will read the orders of business 
and call upon speakers to discuss said orders. The chair will also run hold all 

votes verbally or if needed by role call. 
  

Article V: Executive Board 

Section A: Members 
The Executive Board shall consist of four elected positions: President, Vice 

President, Secretary and Treasurer. 

Section B: Elections 
Elections to the executive board by majority vote shall be held at the second team 
meeting of the Fall semester and upon resignation of any member of the board. 
Should no candidate for a position receive a majority vote, a runoff vote between 

the two candidates receiving highest vote totals shall be immediately held. 

Section C: Eligibility 
All voting members of the team shall be eligible to hold any office. 

Section D: Vote of No Confidence 
A vote of no confidence in a member of the Executive Board may be held at a 
team meeting called specifically for that purpose and announced at least two 

weeks in advance to the membership. Should the vote pass by majority of the total 
membership, that officer shall immediately resign. 

  
Section E: Responsibilities: 

1.President 
The Chair shall be the team's spokesperson to the wider University community, 
liaison to the faculty adviser and University staff, chair at meetings, and shall 

maintain the email list. 

2. Vice President 
The Vice President and Secretary shall be responsible for duties assigned them 
on an ad-hoc basis by the President. In addition, the President will select at the 
start of the semester one to oversee planning for travel and to oversee planning 

events to be held at the University. The Vice President must hold signature 
responsibility.  



3. Treasurer 
The treasurer shall act as financial adviser and shall maintain the team's account 

and         bills. The treasurer must hold signature responsibility. 

  
Article VI: Amendment 

The constitution may be amended at any team meeting by majority vote of the total 
membership. 

  
Article VII: Ratification 

The constitution shall be offered to the club for ratification by majority vote at 
the start of each fall semester, and thereupon submitted to the Secretary of the 

Registry.


